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Vicki Bowen Hewes believes in the power of people working together for a greater purpose, and that doing good and doing 
well are not mutually exclusive. With these core values, her advisory practice helps businesses and nonprofits amplify their 
impact and change the world. 
 

Through 30+ years of proven leadership in private industry and the nonprofit sector, Vicki 
understands the complexities and importance of philanthropy and community engagement.  
 
In the first two decades of her career, Bowen Hewes built a reputation for creating a 
culture of inclusivity and excellence in the field of Residential and Commercial Real Estate. 
As National Marketing & Operations Director for a publicly-owned REIT, she managed 
acquisition engagement, brand positioning, associate training and philanthropic 
investments within a 14-state portfolio.  
 
In 2007, Vicki made the leap as a social entrepreneur and merged her international business 

experience, passion for empowerment and love of style to launch the non-profit Dress for Success Columbus. To date, the 
organization has changed the lives of 15,000 unemployed and under-employed women who regain their dignity, secure 
employment and achieve economic self-sufficiency through diverse workforce readiness and employment retention 
programs. Vicki built a referral alliance of 120+ non-profit, government and education partners across 5 counties, ensuring 
every woman who needed support had access to services. Starting from the ground up as a grassroots organization, she led 
fundraising efforts that exceeded over 12M in financial and in-kind resources, leveraging every dollar raised to better the 
lives of women and families. In 2018, after nearly twelve years of building the organization and gaining thousands of new 
sisters, she thoughtfully enacted her succession plan and lovingly passed the baton of leadership to a new Executive 
Director who will lead the organization into its next chapter. An affiliate of Dress for Success Worldwide, the Columbus 
mission is ranked as a top chapter globally. 
 

Bowen Hewes is from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and has lived in several US states as well as Kuwait and Egypt. She is the 
mother of a teenage son, three step-sons, and a tenacious rescue terrier, Buck, who is basically everyone’s boss; she 
and her husband Ken currently reside in Clintonville, Ohio.  
 

                                                                    Recognition 
 

     2009 Re-Entry Advocate Award ODRC / Franklin County Pre-Release 

     2010 Lublin Award Dress for Success Worldwide 

     2011 Community Leader Upper Arlington Leadership Society 

     2012 Collaborative Women in Leadership Award DAWN / NiSource 

     2013 President’s Award Ohio Conference of Community Development 

     2014 Community Partner of the Year BESA 

     2015 Community Service Award National Council of Negro Women 

     2015 Community Partner Award Nationwide / AWARE 

     2016 Small Non-Profit of The Year Columbus CEO Magazine 

     2017 True Hero Bryant Industries 

     2018 Women Welding the Way WELD Women for Economic Leadership & Development 

     2018 Community Champion Molina Healthcare  

     2018    Empowering Partner  In Christy’s Shoes 
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